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EU Circular Economy Agenda

measures

The European Commission adopted an 
ambitious Circular Economy Package

To stimulate Europe's transition towards:
• circular economy
• boost global competitiveness
• foster sustainable economic growth
• generate new jobs



EU Circular Economy Agenda

Source: Plastics – the Facts 2017, PlasticsEurope
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EU Circular Economy Package

EU Circular Economy Package adopted 2 December 2015 
›EU Action Plan for the Circular Economy 
›Legislative Proposals on Waste: (WFD, PPWD, Landfill, ELVs, batteries, WEEE) 
»A strategy on plastics in the circular economy, addressing issues of recyclability, and 
the Sustainable Development Goals target for significantly reducing marine litter 
»Funding: €650 million (Horizon 2020), €5.5 billion (structural funds) 
»Actions to reduce food waste 
»Development of quality standards for secondary raw materials 
»Ecodesign (promote reparability, durability and recyclability of products, in addition 
to energy efficiency) 
»Revised Regulation on fertilisers
»Actions on water reuse
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Legislative Proposals on Waste: (WFD, PPWD, Landfill, 
ELVs, batteries, WEEE) 



New EU waste legislation:

The adopted new legislation on waste sets clear targets by 2030

recycling 65% of 
municipal waste

reduce landfill 
to maximum 

of 10% of 
municipal 

waste

recycling 75% 
of packaging 

waste

The percentages have to 
be considered “by 
weight”



New EU packaging waste legislation:

The adopted new legislation on packaging waste sets clear targets by 
2025 and 2030
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The adopted new legislation on waste  sets clear targets and long-
term path:

economic instruments to discourage landfilling 

harmonised calculation methods for recycling rates

promote re-use and stimulate industrial symbiosis

Economic incentives for producers to put greener 
products on the market

New EU waste legislation:
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EU Plastics Strategy

Fostering the durability of plastics

Making the reuse and recycle of plastics 
easier

Making the separate collection of plastics 
easier

Sobstitute the use of plastic for other 
materials where possible

Avoid the landfilling of plastics



Plastics challenges



Plastics challenges

45 kg/cap/year (2015)



Source: European Commission – Infographic on Plastic Waste: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf

Plastics challenges

Globally

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf


Source: European Commission – Infographic on Plastic Waste: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf

Plastics challenges

100 kg/cap/year (2015)

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf


Source: European Commission – Infographic on Plastic Waste: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf

Plastics challenges

Plastic Waste 
(2016): 27.1 
milion tons

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf


Source: European Commission – Infographic on Plastic Waste: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf

Plastics challenges

50 kg/cap/year
(2016)

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/plastic_waste_factsheet.pdf


Source: THE NEW PLASTICS ECONOMY
RETHINKING THE FUTURE OF PLASTICS, ELLEN MACARTHUR FOUNDATION 
(2016)

Plastics challenges: GLOBAL FLOWS OF PLASTIC PACKAGING 

MATERIALS IN 2013



Source: Plastics Europe, 2018

Plastics challenges: plastic post-consumers



Turning challenges into opportunities: A vision for a 
circular plastics economy 

All plastics packaging placed on the EU market 
is either reusable or can be recycled in a cost-
effective manner.

More than half of plastics waste generated in 
Europe is recycled. 

Plastic Recycling capacity has increased 
fourfold since 2015, leading to the creation of 
200 000 new jobs, spread all across Europe. 

By 2030



Turning challenges into opportunities: A vision for a 
circular plastics economy 

Substances hampering recycling processes 
have been replaced or phased out. 

Demand for recycled plastics in Europe has 
grown four-fold, providing a stable flow of 
revenues for the recycling sector and job 
security for its growing workforce. 

Cut CO2 emissions, in line with commitments 
under the Paris Agreement. 

By 2030



The way forward: turning vision into reality 



The way forward: turning vision into reality 

Ambitious set of EU Measures and Timeline:
1. Improving the economics and quality of plastics 

recycling
2. Curbing plastic waste and littering 
3. Driving innovation and investment towards circular 

solutions 
4. Harnessing global action

Expand and improve the separate 
collection of plastic waste, to ensure 
quality inputs to the recycling industry

Expand and modernise the EU’s sorting 
and recycling capacity; 

Create viable markets for recycled and 
renewable plastics. 



The way forward: turning vision into reality 

Ambitious set of EU Measures and Timeline:
1. Improving the economics and quality of plastics 

recycling
2. Curbing plastic waste and littering
3. Driving innovation and investment towards circular 

solutions 
4. Harnessing global action

Preventing plastic waste in our 
environment

Establishing a clear regulatory framework 
for plastics with biodegradable properties

The rising problem of microplastics



The way forward: turning vision into reality 

Ambitious set of EU Measures and Timeline:
1. Improving the economics and quality of plastics 

recycling
2. Curbing plastic waste and littering 
3. Driving innovation and investment towards circular 

solutions 
4. Harnessing global action

Advanced sorting, chemical recycling and improved 
polymer design can have a powerful effect

Alternative feedstocks, including bio-based feedstocks 
and gaseous effluents 

EU research funding will support all these efforts

Public authorities need to invest in extended and 
improved separate collection. Well-designed Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes



The way forward: turning vision into reality 

Ambitious set of EU Measures and Timeline:
1. Improving the economics and quality of plastics 

recycling
2. Curbing plastic waste and littering 
3. Driving innovation and investment towards circular 

solutions 
4. Harnessing global action

contribute to achieving the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals

Outside Europe, plastics consumption per 
capita is growing quickly, most notably in Asia

Action to promote best practices worldwide
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Single-use plastics (SUP) Directive Proposal: New EU 
rules to reduce marine litter

EU-wide rules to target the 10 single-use 
plastic products most often found on Europe's 
beaches and seas, as well as lost and 
abandoned fishing gear. 

Brussels, 28 May 2018

Circular
Economy

Plastic 
Strategy

Marin 
Litter

Together these constitute 70% of all 
marine litter items. 



Single-use plastics (SUP) Directive Proposal: action on 
single-use plastics and fishing gear



Single-use plastics (SUP) Directive Proposal: New EU 
rules to reduce marine litter



Single-use plastics (SUP) Directive Proposal: New EU 
rules to reduce marine litter

Sets of measures:

Plastic ban of certain products

Consumption reduction targets

Obligations for producers

Collection targets

Labelling Requirements

Awareness-raising measures



Single-use plastics (SUP) Directive Proposal: Next 
steps

Next Steps

• The Commission's proposals has being discussing within the 
European Parliament and Council for adoption. 

• The Commission urges the other institutions to treat this as a 
priority file, and to deliver tangible results for Europeans before 
the elections in May 2019.

• Tackling EU-produced marine litter is only one part of the world-
wide picture. But by taking the lead, the European Union will be 
in a strong position to drive change at the global level – through 
the G7 and G20 and through the implementation of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.
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