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EU action on Eco-modulation of EPR fees 

Circular 

Economy  

Action Plan 

Plastics 

Strategy 
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Modulated Fees - WFD 
 

 

"Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the 

financial contributions made by producers of products to meet their 

obligations under extended producer responsibility... 

 

 (b) where possible, where extended producer responsibility 

obligations are shared, for individual products or groups of similar 

products, taking into account in particular their durability, 

repairability, reusability and recyclability and the presence of 

dangerous substances, i.e. a life-cycle approach consistent with the 

requirements laid down in the relevant Union legislation and, where 

appropriate, based on harmonised criteria to ensure the proper 

functioning of the internal market...". 

WFD Article 8.a, point 4 (b) - Costs 
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What’s the scope of PRO’s? 

Boost packaging optimisation and recyclability      

Today: 

 

 Fees set up on the basis of Euro / ton material, incentivation of 

efficient/effective use of resources for packaging (the less material 

used the lower the fee) 

 

 Fees set up per material to reflect the “real” costs caused by each 

material   

 

 Fees are internalized by the obliged parties / producers in the 

product price  
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Fee Modulation today 

 

 Every country has implemented the European Packaging Directive in 

a different way by allocating different obligations to the obliged 

industry 

 

 Compliance costs are subject to different conditions, affecting the 

cost levels 

 

 Different factors should be taken into account when comparing the 

costs of compliance across the various schemes implemented I 

Europe 

Complexity  
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Fee Modulation today 

 

 Existing collection and recovery infrastructure in the waste management 

sector 

 Packaging sources to be considered (household vs. industrial packaging) 

 Proportionate share of costs being borne by industry (costs for collection, 

sorting and recovery of used packaging) 

 Respective recycling quotas and the effect of derogations 

 Collection systems being used (bring system or door-to-door collection) 

 Geographic location and population density  

 Number of companies participating in the scheme (free riders)  

 Labour costs and general overhead costs differ depending on the prevailing 

local economic conditions 

Factors influencing the costs of compliance 
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Two distinctive ways to calculate the fee 

modulation 
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Situation in France 
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Italy: Contribution Diversification for 

Plastics Packaging 
 

 

Source: CONAI , 2018 
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Italy: Contribution Diversification for 

Plastics Packaging 
 

 

Modulation of EPR fees: 

 

 

1. Recyclable industry packaging: 

179 EUR/t  

2. Recyclable household 

packaging: 208 EUR/t 

3. All other packaging: 228 EUR/t 

 

Source: CONAI, 2018 
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Italy: Contribution Diversification for 

Plastics Packaging 
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Need for Harmonized Principles at EU-Level 
 

Source: Europen, 2018 
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EUROPEN’s Recommendations for EU 

harmonized Principles for National 

Modulation of EPR Fees 
 

 

Source: Europen, 2018 
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