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Environment related themes 
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Lebanon

Industrial Pollution

Abatement of Industrial Pollution: The project was very helpful to the team’s everyday work,
such as routine inspections in the industrial sector. The MoE and the MoI have developed a joint
plan to simplify administrative and technical procedures; develop the necessary legislation to
strengthen the industrial permitting system in Lebanon; and build a single shared database.

Environment Component (H2020)

Dredged Materials Management: The project co-developed with National Environmental
Protection Agency guidelines for the best management of dredged material in Tunisia, compatible
with the UN Environment/MAP guidelines and adapted to the particularities of the country. These
were complemented by guidelines for the development of Norms and Levels compatible both with
the UN Environment/MAP and International Maritime Organisation guidelines.

Tunisia

Regional
1 Study Tour, 
1 P2P
1 Webinar

Olive Oil Mills’ Waste Management: The training prompted Algeria to consider the
implementation of general and specific requirements for the management of olive oil mill’s waste
and the organisation of the sector’s waste recovery streams. Within the P2P process that followed
the regional training, the Egyptian Peer, Egypt’s MoE and other olive oil stakeholders from the
private sector organised a national meeting for dissemination purposes. In Palestine, national
networking of the public administration and private olive oil mills sector has been enhanced.

SWIM-H2020 SM supported Tunisia in consolidating the governance structure for the sustainable
management of Lake Bizerte. The participatory approach and overall experience in the
development of the Lake Bizerte Charter has been reproduced in the region of the Gulf of Tunis
through the “Charter for the sustainable development of Oued Meliane”. In addition, a study has
been launched to identify a set of measures aimed at the integrated decontamination of the
watershed of the Medjerdah River, which is the largest river in Tunisia.

Tunisia
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Hazardous wasteEnvironment Component (H2020)

Industrial and Hazardous Waste: An environment strategy cross-cutting all ministries was
prepared for the period 2017-2022. The project has supported its implementation. The
EQA’s cooperation with other ministries has in effect been strengthened. The
manuals/guidelines for environmental inspection and enforcement of environmental
legislation were jointly developed with the inspectors in order to address real needs. This
will be integrated into the national inspection and enforcement processes. The project
deliverables directly support Palestine to comply with the “Basel Convention on the
control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Waste and their disposal”.

Palestine

Leachate management: The regional study tour was complemented by detailed guidelines
on leachate management including advantages, disadvantages, costs, and other selection
criteria. The guidelines were widely disseminated in several countries.

Regional
Study Tour
P2P
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Israel

Solid Waste Management

Plastics and Glass: The EU Plastics Strategy is guiding Israel in developing its own National Plastic Waste
Strategy. The relevant assessment results and recommendations provided by the project have been taken
up by the MoEP’s Solid Waste Division and a multi-stakeholder Steering Committee has been established.
The Manufacturers Association teamed up with MoEP to host the first joint workshop on plastic waste and
recycling. Similar results were achieved in the glass sector, where the project helped identify key problems
and opportunities in glass-waste recycling. Based on this, the MoEP established a glass-sorting facility.

Egypt

Construction and Demolition Waste: The project’s assessment of the technical aspects of the C&D waste-
sorting and recycling situation in Israel, as well as the recommendations on new legislation and
enforcement helped the MoEP to develop a national policy.

Israel

Environment Component (H2020)

Construction & Demolition Waste: Besides technical assistance, capacity building, conceptualisation
aspects, the project supervised the development of a project proposal to facilitate access to finance.

Packaging and Plastic Waste: Structuring the multilayer packaging sector with the support of the project
will be crucial to implement the technical-economic and environmental study that the Waste Management
Agency is launching soon, involving key sector partners. The report on the evaluation of the legislation for
the ban of plastic bags was presented and discussed with the Ministry of Local Affairs and Environment.

Tunisia

Regional
Study Tour

P2P

Construction & Demolition Waste: Following the study tour, countries took bold steps: Tunisia launched

an ambitious programme that includes an agreement between the MoLAE & the Ministry of Equipment

which states that tenders for public works will oblige bidders to use at least 20% of the materials from

recycled demolition waste. Palestine drafted a C&D bylaw, Lebanon is drafting a strategy for C&D waste,

Israel advanced its C&D national policy and in Egypt a protocol between the Ministry of Environment

and the Housing and Construction Authority has been prepared.

Sludge Μanagement : This visit, combined with the exchange of information between peers coached by
the project, was instrumental in Morocco’s decision to establish a regulatory and technical framework
for sludge management.

Regional
Study Tour
P2P
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Environment Component (H2020 

Algeria

Marine litter

After a training and field visit in September 2017, Egypt conducted beach litter surveys over a period of
one year in order to raise awareness, collect the necessary data and determine what measures are best
suited for marine litter management. By joining forces with the EU-funded ‘‘Marine Litter-Med’’
project, SWIM-H2020 SM helps Egyptian stakeholders to implement the Regional Plan for Marine Litter
Management in the Mediterranean of the UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan.

Egypt

The secretary of state for Sustainable Development is planning to replicate this activity that focused on
reducing marine litter in the regions of Tangier-Tetouan-Al Hoceima and Rabat-Salé-Kénitra in other
regions of the country. The methodologies and protocols recommended by the project to assess marine
litter and develop targeted management options fully align with the Regional Plan on Marine Litter
Management.

Morocco

The project was centred on regional coherence and cooperation in order to tackle the problem of
marine litter. It was guided by the main legislative frameworks on marine litter monitoring in the
Mediterranean, i.e. the Barcelona Convention Ecosystem Approach. The impact of a regional training
combined with valuable insights from the closing conference of the EU-funded Interreg Med
ACT4LITTER was enhanced by the P2P exchange, the two webinars and close synergy with the EU-
funded ‘Marine Litter-MED (UN Environment/MAP). The UfM-labelled Plastic Busters project is building
on the legacy of the SWIM-H2020 SM marine litter activities.

Regional
Regional training

P2P

Webinars

Training and technical assistance for the characterisation of marine and coastal litter in 14 coastal
wilayas (provinces). This activity has strengthened cooperation between different departments and
institutions. MEER expects that this activity will also support the implementation of one of the
components of the MEER-MEDPOL MoU (Marine Pollution Assessment and Control component of
Mediterranean Action Plan), through the National Waste Agency, which will also use the activity’s
results to develop the National Marine Litter Management Plan.
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combined with valuable insights from the closing conference of the EU-funded Interreg Med
ACT4LITTER was enhanced by the P2P exchange, the two webinars and close synergy with the EU-
funded ‘Marine Litter-MED (UN Environment/MAP). The UfM-labelled Plastic Busters project is
building on the legacy of the SWIM-H2020 SM marine litter activities.

Regional
Regional training

P2P

Webinars

Training and technical assistance for the characterisation of marine and coastal litter in 14 coastal
wilayas (provinces). This activity has strengthened cooperation between different departments and
institutions. MEER expects that this activity will also support the implementation of one of the
components of the MEER-MEDPOL MoU (Marine Pollution Assessment and Control component of
Mediterranean Action Plan), through the National Waste Agency, which will also use the activity’s
results to develop the National Marine Litter Management Plan.
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Environment Component (H2020) ICZM/IWRM

Major stakeholders approved the Diagnostic Analysis of the Rabat-Salé-Kénitra
(RSK) coastal region, a report jointly prepared by the project, the RSK region and
the secretary of state for Sustainable Development. The ‘Rabat Vision and Call
for Action for Integrated Coastal Zone Management in RSK’ was also jointly
developed, and stakeholders agreed to act as the driving force behind its
implementation. The project also prepared a draft project fiche, which was
accepted by the World Bank to be developed into a full concept note for donor
financing.

Morocco
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Algeria

Environmental Integration 

An (MoU) was signed between the (MEER) and the Ministry of National Education outlining the
organisation of a training programme for teachers and the leaders of the environmental clubs in the fields
of environment and sustainable development;

It has been agreed to set up a national ESD platform and provide recommendations to the Ministry of
Planning to enrich the education and awareness component of the Egyptian National Strategy on
Sustainable Development and its pilot programme on ESD in primary and secondary schools.

Egypt

Environment Component (H2020)

A database of Env & SD content for use by school teachers was established, the project trainees regularly
train educators on ESD principles, methodologies and tools. In December 2018, preparations for a National
Strategy on Education for Environment and Sustainable Development were launched in cooperation with
all relevant stakeholders, such as the Jordanian National Commission for UNESCO and competent NGOs.

Jordan

The project activities catalysed the MoU signed in 2017 between the Environment Quality Authority (EQA)
and Ministry of Education as well as the MoU signed between the EQA and the Journalists Association.
National curricula are being revised to include environmental aspects. The trained stakeholders will
sustain the ongoing efforts for curriculum revision and implementation of the Action Plan of the
Mediterranean Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development.

Palestine

Officials at the Ministry of Local Affairs and Environment in Tunisia are convinced that this programme
contributes directly to changing student behaviour in schools on several environmental and water
management issues. This capacity-building programme has initiated a new educational dynamic. A new
programme is being set up as part of bilateral cooperation with Portugal to introduce sustainable
development issues into school curricula.

Tunisia

Training Workshop on the Cost of Environmental Degradation (CoED) was very helpful in providing
guidance for the review of environmental studies (Environmental Impact Assessments, environmental
audits, policies, strategies, master plans, etc.). Consultancy firms also participated in the workshop and are
now better able to assess the CoED in the studies and projects that they are obliged to conduct and
submit to the Ministry of Environment.

Lebanon
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Fostering the switch to Green Economy in the Mediterranean: In close collaboration with key green and
circular economy promoters including the EU funded SwitchMed program and the Global Green Growth
Institute and Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP/RAC), the project
activities consolidated the ongoing targeted national support, including the development of capacities to
access financing for SCP projects that will advance national Green Economy agendas (Israel, Jordan, Morocco,
Tunisia). The study visit of an Algerian delegation to Barcelona resulted in new regulations for product
packaging and identification of best available techniques in the packaging industries and Tunisia is in the
process of developing a project for the implementation of eco-design for the packaging sector.

Green Banking: The project offered encouraging insights on how Arab banks are collectively discussing the 
financing of sustainable development goals and the endorsement of green banking.  SWIM-H2020 SM is 
among those who have helped make it happen. The project’s contribution was provided through the 
organisation of a regional training of banks as part of the ‘Water Governance in the MENA and wider 
Mediterranean region: Strengthening integrity and financing for water security and sustainable development’ 
conference in December 2017. The project supported a P2P that enabled the upscaling of Lebanese 
achievements in PSP in water infrastructure in Lebanon with emphasis on the role of banks’ which was 
replicated by the Association of Banks in Jordan.
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Green EconomyEnvironment Component (H2020)

Jordan

The project has helped build capacity on circular economy, extended producer responsibility and
strengthened the country’s overall effort to transition to a circular economy. The activity focused on
knowledge management and innovation and engaged trainees in regional activities on the role of green
banking and capacity building of SMEs.

Morocco

The project facilitated the production of a map of priority sectors that are to be included in the green public
procurement process. Relevant EU experience was used for inspiration as well as interviews with Israeli
stakeholders. This map will facilitate the MoEP’s future work on green public procurement.

Israel

Regional
Regional training

The project addressed some of the challenges involved in translating the concept of Green Growth into
practice. Through trainings and mentoring the project improved awareness and knowledge across six sectors
(waste, energy efficiency, transport etc.) and strengthened the capacity to develop project proposals.

Regional
Regional training

P2P



Thank you for your attention.


