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THE ACT4LITTER CLOSING CONFERENCE – IN A NUTSHELL 

 

More than 130 dedicated marine litter practitioners attended the final conference of ACT4LITTER, held on 
October 24th in Athens, to celebrate the end of a successful project and spark dialogue, ideas for the future 
and synergies on dealing with the issue of marine litter in Mediterranean Marine Protected areas. The 
event was entitled ‘Marine Litter in the Mediterranean: a wicked problem that offers opportunities?’ and 
was hosted at the Central Building of the University of Athens. It was organized by MIO-ECSDE within the 
framework of the ACT4LITTER project in collaboration with the project partners, the Sustainable Water 
Integrated Management and Horizon 2020 Support Mechanism and the MIO-ECSDE LIFE+ Operating Grant 
for NGOs, under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme / Mediterranean Action Plan. 

The main objective of the conference was to showcase the collective response of the Mediterranean to 
curb the problem of marine litter. The event brought forward recent scientific advances with regards to 
marine litter and its impacts in the region and provided an opportunity to key stakeholder groups active on 
the science-policy-society interface to share their compelling stories and hands-on experiences. The 
conference featured initiatives that address the whole management cycle of marine litter, from prevention, 
monitoring and surveillance to mitigation measures, carried out at European, Mediterranean, national and 
local level. Special emphasis was be given to litter that is building up in what should be pristine coastal and 
marine protected areas, where marine biota and endangered species dwell. Working together at all levels is 
what it takes to deal with this ‘wicked’ problem. 

Within a period of almost two years, ACT4LITTER, an Interreg Med funded project, brought 4 implementing 
partners together 22 MPA managers and marine litter experts from 26 entities and 10 different countries, 
including Albania, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, Slovenia and Spain. Through 
the project’s participatory approach, the marine litter experts have identified and listed 106 measures to 
prevent and tackle marine litter and they have developed a Decision Making Tool which helps MPA 
managers to identify the most effective measures for their specific context. The 9 different action plans 
that were developed during the project were also presented in the final conference, highlighting the 
importance of the fast-tracking actions against marine litter in Mediterranean MPAs. 

One of the highlights of the conference was the acknowledgement of the ACT4LITTER project as ‘a perfect 
example of dedicated cooperation in the Mediterranean’ by the European Commissioner for Environment, 
Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Karmenu Vella in his recorded video message to the conference. 

  

IN BRIEF 

 Date of the Meeting: 24th of October 2018 

 Place of the Meeting: Athens, Greece 

 135 participants 

OBJECTIVES OF THE FINAL CONFERENCE 

 Showcase the collective response of the Mediterranean to curb the problem 
of marine litter 

 Provided an opportunity to key stakeholder groups active on the science-
policy-society interface to share their compelling stories and hands-on 
experiences 

 Promote the ACT4LITTER project results and successes 



 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #1 - OPENING SESSION 
The conference was opened by Anastasia Roniotes, MIO-ECSDE Head Officer and Magali Outters, Team 
Leader -- Policy Area, ARC-SCP/RAC. Both speakers warmly welcomed the participants and firmly 
acknowledged everyone’s outstanding job in drawing attention to the challenging issue of marine litter and 
more specifically in Marine Protected Areas. 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #2 – SETTING THE SCENE 

This session was opened by the European Commissioner for Environment, Marine Affairs and Fisheries, 
Karmenu Vella, who in his recorded video message to the conference, said: “We have developed a radical 
new approach. In January we put in place the most ambitious, most integrated plastic strategy in the world. 
We want to transform the plastic sector with dramatic improvements in recycling and steep productions of 
plastic waste (…). But to win this battle we cannot rely on laws. We will win through the patient dedication 
of people on the ground. We will win by bringing people together. Researchers and innovators, public 
authorities and volunteers; collecting the evidence we need and building effective strategies. You ladies and 
gentlemen, are a perfect example of that. Your dedicated cooperation is an example for the whole 
Mediterranean. Our sea is home to millions. It’s the grace of our civilization and it is a global crossroad for 
development and trade. Your efforts are invaluable in protecting this strategy, so let me also extend my 
hard felt gratitude as well. Thank you to each partner in the ACT4LITTER project for safeguarding our seas 
for the future we want.” 

 

Gaetano Leone, Coordinator of the UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan followed with a 
presentation entitled ‘The Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean: where are 
we now?’ The speaker started off by presenting a world map, showing how marine litter is distributed all 
over the world. He then proceeded by illustrating the UN Environment/MPA efforts to harmonize 
approaches with regards to the implementation of best practice measures. In this respect, he highlighted 
that several guidelines have been elaborated or are under preparation, namely the guidelines for fishing for 
litter; phasing out single-use plastic bags; setting up the adopt-a-beach scheme; provisions of reception 
facilities in ports and delivery of ship generated waste; socioeconomic analysis on marine litter key best 
practices to prevent or reduce priority single use plastics. He carried on with a brief overview of the 
common approaches adopted for monitoring and assessment of marine litter and provided a quick 
overview of the advances made under the EU-funded Marine Litter MED project, where key reduction and 
prevention measures on marine litter in the Southern Mediterranean are being implemented. He also 
presented key achievements related to: the reduction of the impacts of marine litter in biota with a focus 



 

on endangered species; better management of sea-based litter in ports and the cooperation and 
coordination efforts with governments. Lastly, he concluded his intervention with some insights on the 
updating and evaluation process soon to be launched in order to upgrade the Regional Plan for Marine 
Litter Management in the Mediterranean. In his closing remark Mr. Leone stressed: “The way forward must 
go through forging partnerships for action that amplify the impact of the work of individual actors in 
government, civil society, the scientific community, private sector, international organizations, so as to 
effectively promote reduction and prevention measures”. 

 

The session was closed by Professor Michael Scoullos, MIO-ECSDE Chairman and SWIM –H2020 SM Team 
Leader that provided a synthesis of processes, initiatives and actors addressing the issue of marine litter in 
the Mediterranean. Michael Scoullos started the talk by demonstrating the global plastic production and 
the future trends that it holds, and where this plastic winds up. He also shed light on the socio-economic 
implications of marine litter and then gave an overview of the main legislative frameworks addressing 
marine litter in the Mediterranean. Special emphasis was placed on the European Plastics Strategy and its 
key elements: new rules on packaging to improve recyclability of plastics and increase the demand for 
recycled plastic content; new legislative measures to reduce single-use plastics and fishing gear; measures 
to restrict the use of microplastics in products; new rules on port reception facilities; support for innovation 
related to the development of smarter and more recyclable plastics, making recycling processes more 
efficient, and tracing and removing hazardous substances and contaminants from recycled plastics; support 
for national awareness campaigns to curb plastic pollution. Mr. Scoullos provided an overview of the key 
initiatives that tackle the marine litter issue in the Mediterranean namely the: SWIM-H2020 SM, Marine 
litter MED, H2020 Sea Litter Critters, H2020 Upcycling the Oceans, SWITCH-MED, INDICIT, LIFE+ AMMOS, 
LIFE+ DEBAG, LIFE+ MERMAIDS, LIFE+ GHOST, FP7 MARLISCO, IPA-ADRIATIC DEFISHGEAR, INTERREG MED 
PLASTIC BUSTERS MPAs, INTERREG MED ACT4LITTER, etc. He concluded his presentation with the measures 
needed to combat marine litter effectively. 



 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #3 – ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE AND 
ACTIONS TO TACKLE MARINE LITTER IN MED MPAS: THE 
ACT4LITTER SHOWCASE 
The session was opened by Ignasi Mateo, ARC-SCP/RAC Project Manager who provided an overview of the 
ACT4LITTER project. Within a period of almost two years, ACT4LITTER, an Interreg Med funded project, has 
provided essential support to managers of Mediterranean marine protected areas to fast-track actions 
against marine litter. Within this period, MPA managers and marine litter experts from 26 entities and 11 
different countries – namely Albania, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, Slovenia, 
Spain and Tunisia – have been brought together and evolved into a taskforce with a joint mission to curb 
marine litter. Mr. Mateo presented the main lines of action of the project and main results achieved. 

ACT4LITTER IN NUMBERS 

 
 

He also spoke about the project’s participatory approach. Mr. Mateo specifically focused on the 
ACT4LITTER comprehensive list of showcases of applied measures, where special emphasis was placed to 
measures that can be implemented by managers in Mediterranean Protected Areas, who sadly are at the 
forefront of the devastating effects of marine litter. In close collaboration with MPAs managers and marine 
litter experts, ACT4LITTER identified a list of one hundred showcases of marine litter measures, with a 
particular focus on prevention measures. Working for and from the perspective of an MPA manager, 
ACT4LITTER classified the measures in three broad categories, taking into consideration the different role 
the MPA managers can play in their implementation, as implementers, facilitators and promoters. All 
identified measures were grouped into 25 categories and they were fully mapped in order to provide 
valuable information with regards to their operationalization on the ground. 

  



 

Thomais Vlachogianni, MIO-ECSDE Programme/Policy Officer followed with the ACT4LITTER participatory 
science case study, entitled ACT4LITTER Marine Litter Watch Month. She started by providing a clear-cut 
definition for participatory science, a method of undertaking scientific research where community groups 
and science professionals work together in a meaningful way on locally-relevant scientific research projects. 
She continued with an overview of marine litter monitoring suitable methods suitable for participatory 
science: Beach - Visual Observation; Floating – Visual Observation; Seafloor – Scuba/ Snorkeling; Seafloor – 
Trawling. 

Dr. Vlachogianni went on by describing the beach litter monitoring methodology applied in the ACT4LITTER 
project and gave some first results. Marine litter is ‘building up’ in what should be pristine coastal and 
marine protected areas of the Mediterranean, according to the preliminary results of the ACT4LITTER 
Marine Litter Watch Month. More than one fourth of the twenty two beaches surveyed were characterized 
by high litter densities ranging from 430 to 12,896 items per 100-metre stretch. Some 14% of the beaches 
were moderately littered while the rest of the beaches were rather clean. The majority of litter items were 
made of artificial polymer materials and accounted for 82% of all litter. Litter from shoreline sources, such 
as tourism and recreational activities and poor waste management practices, accounted for 26.5% of all 
litter collected; while the amount of litter from fisheries and aquaculture was in the range of some 10%. Dr. 

Vlachogianni in her concluding remark stated: “The ACT4LITTER Marine Litter Watch Month has been 
an effective tool to gather essential marine litter data. Not only does it provide valuable baseline 
information on the amounts and the full spectrum of marine litter deposited on the beaches of 
protected areas in the Mediterranean, but it also serves as a useful blueprint for the setup of 
participatory-science campaigns”. 

THE ACT4LITTER MARINE LITTER WATCH MONTH 

 

  



 

Silvia Sarti from SSSUP took the floor and presented the ACT4LITTER decision-making tool, a tool for 
supporting practitioners against marine litter. She highlighted that the decision-making tool was created in 
close collaboration with MPA managers and marine litter experts, building upon the ACT4LITTER list of 
some 100 showcases of best practice marine litter measures. Dr. Sarti stressed that the novelty of the tool 
is that it helps MPA managers to identify the most effective and feasible marine litter measures for their 
specific context. In this respect, the tool gathers information from users by asking seven questions. 
Afterwards, it matches this information with the criteria of the mapped best practice marine litter 
measures and comes up with a short list of measures that are relevant to the MPA special needs. The tool 
was developed through a five-step process. Initially, best practice marine litter measures were identified 
and fully mapped (step 1). These measures were assessed by marine litter experts on the basis of six social-
economic-environmental criteria (step 2), and a data warehouse containing the measures collected and key 
indicators was built (step 3). On the basis of collected information and knowledge, the shortlisting of best 
practices was automated through the development of an algorithm (step 4). Then, an online user-friendly 
interface was designed (step 5). 

THE FIVE-STEP PROCESS APPLIED FOR  
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DECISION MAKING TOOL 

 

Thomais Vlachogianni, MIO-ECSDE Programme/Policy Officer closed the session with a presentation 

bringing forward the results achieved within the ACT4LITTER pilot actions. The speaker started her talk 
by listing the Management Bodies of nine Mediterranean coastal and marine protected areas that joined 
forces with ACT4LITTER to curb marine litter. These MPAs committed themselves to fast-track concrete 
actions which are now featured in action plans for marine litter management in their respective MPAs. Dr. 
Vlachogianni presented an overview of the methodology deployed for the development of the action plans 
with the engagement of all stakeholders. These action plans aim to reflect the MPA-specific context and 
characteristics and define the priority measures towards preventing and mitigating marine litter effectively. 
At the heart of the elaboration process of the actions plans, laid the decision-making tool which facilitated 
the shortlisting of priority measures.  

Dr. Vlachogianni provided an overview of the shortlisted measures in each pilot MPA. She presented the 
results of the ACT4LITTER survey that was carried out in an effort to obtain a wider consensus on what 
actions should be included within a set of no regret measures. The survey gathered feedback from some 
110 MPA managers from 17 Mediterranean countries, namely Albania, Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, 

Identification and mapping of best practice  
marine litter measures 

Assessment of the best practice measures by 
marine litter experts 

Development of a data warehouse with the 
identified measures and key indicators 

Automatization of the shortlisting measures via 
the developement of an algorithm 

Elaboration of an online and user-friendly 
interface 



 

France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Monaco, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia and, Turkey. The collective 
experience of the pilot MPAs set the baseline for a common urgent response by Mediterranean MPAs to 
deal with the lurking marine litter threat. This response along with its strategic elements is captured in a 
joint plan for action which aims to assist other MPA managers in the region to achieve their conservation 
goals. 

THE ACT4LITTER PRIORITY MEASURES 

 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #4 – THINKING GLOBALLY & ACTING 
LOCALLY: SHARING LOCAL EXPERIENCES ON HOW TO CURB 
MARINE LITTER 
This session was opened by Xavier Abril, Delta de l’Ebre Natural Park, Spain and Gloria García, Cabo de 

Gata-Nijar Natural Park, Spain. Their intervention brought forward the MPA manager perspective from the 

wild combat against marine litter. The speakers provided an overview of the key features and challenges of 

their protected areas. They presented the findings of the ACT4LITTER Marine Litter Watch Month 

implemented in their MPAs and they listed the priority measures that were included in their Marine Litter 

Action Plans. Three priority measures were identified for the Delta de l’Ebre Natural Park: public awareness 

raising campaign; the replacement of single-use plastics; and clean-up and removal actions. Cabo de Gata-

Nijar Natural Park shortlisted the following measures to be included in the action plan: public awareness 

raising on the marine litter threat; educational talks  and workshops on the problem of marine litter at 

sector level (in all sectors involved, focusing on the agricultural sector, as a big part of the problem;  map 

and monitor (including recovery of) marine litter via using ships of opportunity; limit or eliminate single-use 

plastics, acknowledge the effort against marine litter of companies from any sector via a distinctive sign; 

celebrate the European Week of Waste Reduction during the summer and in collaboration with companies. 



 

 

Martina Markov, Marine Biologist, Kornati National Park, Croatia started off by stressing that before 
getting involved in ACT4LITTER, they were regularly organizing cleanup operations in their MPA without 
even considering the importance of analysing the litter collected and gathering scientific evidence on this 
threat. Now they have realised that without sound data and enhanced knowledge they cannot advance 
their work towards identifying targeted measures to tackle this threat at its source. She then carried on and 
presented the main results and findings of the ACT4LITTER Marine Litter Watch Month in the Kornati 
National Park. Ms. Markov also provided an overview of the measures included in their action plan: raise 
public awareness and promote co-responsibility for marine litter in Europe via targeted campaigns; 
promote and/or join pan-European initiatives such as the ‘European Week for Waste Reduction’ or the 
‘Let's Clean Up Europe’; carry out awareness raising actions to reduce the use of single-use plastic bags; 
promote bans for single-use plastic bags or expanded polystyrene items; implement the ‘adopt-a-beach’ 
scheme; engage divers in ‘Dive Against Debris’ schemes; carry out seabed clean-up operations in marine 
litter hotspots; implement the 'Fishing for litter' scheme; promote and/or participate in the Blue Flag 
Initiative; promote the establishment of a tax on boats, for financing measures to manage waste on islands.  

The next speaker was Khaoula Lagrini, Unit in Charge of the Coast, Direction of Programmes 
Implementation, State Secretariat for Sustainable Development, Morocco that made a presentation 
entitled ‘Fighting marine litter in the Mediterranean coastline of Morocco: a story from the south’. Her 
presentation was focused on the SWIM-H2020 SM expert facility activity in Morocco aiming to strengthen 
participatory coastal management for the reduction of marine litter in the regions of Tangier-Tetouan-Al 
Hoceima and Rabat-Salé-Kénitra. Ms. Lagrini presented the preliminary results of the summer and winter 
editions of the SWIM-H2020 SM beach litter surveys in 5 sites. The majority of items found are: shopping 
bags; plastic caps/lids from drinks; crisps packets/sweets wrappers; plastic pieces 2.5 cm > < 50cm; 
cigarette butts and filters; food containers; string and cord (diameter less than 1cm); drink bottles <=0.5l. 
These items indicate that main source of marine litter in these locations are tourism and recreational 
activities including poor waste management practices. Ms. Khaoula closed her intervention with an 
overview of other national activities addressing the issue of marine litter such as: the national program for 
the collection and disposal of used plastic bags; the introduction of an eco-tax on plastic, etc. 

Francesco Lembo, ACR+ Programme Officer presented the results of the Interreg Med Blueislands project 
that focused in addressing the issue of tourism waste in Mediterranean islands. In a nutshell, the 
Blueislands project included 14 partners from 8 countries, had a duration of 36 months, and a financing of 
2.75 million euros. Mr. Lembo presented one of the achievements of the project, a charter of commitments 



 

that was presented in the European Parliament and was signed by 12 local and regional authorities of MED 
insular and coastal areas. This charter strengthens the cooperation opportunities for Mediterranean islands 
committed to Circular Economy policies. Mr. Lembo presented success stories related to the management 
of waste in Sardinia, Krk and the Porquerolles island. As future challenges, he identified the need for 
ambitious standards, followed by adequate incentives; poor management of waste as the main cause of its 
dispersion at sea; the need for increased dialogue and coordination between the different levels of public 
administration; the necessity for continued monitoring of policies’ impact, community engagement, and 
international and multi-stakeholder cooperation. 

The session was closed by Peter Krause, Head of Marketing, Waste Management Company of Freiburg, 
Germany who presented the case study of the FreiburgCup - a reusable coffee to go cup for a city. The city 
of Freiburg has come up with a solution to the problem of rampant coffee cup waste. In November 2016, it 
launched the Freiburg Cup, a hard plastic to-go cup with a disposable lid that's provided to businesses by 
the city. Customers pay a €1 deposit for the cup, which can be returned to any one of 112 stores in the city 
center. Participating stores have an identifying green sticker in the window. Mr. Krause provided an 
overview of the challenges that still lie ahead: no participation of coffee house chains; the popularity of the 
FreiburgCup (souvenir and trendy product) and the taking home effect. 

 
  



 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #5 – WORKING TOGETHER AT ALL LEVELS 

TO COMBAT MARINE LITTER 

The session was opened by Christos Ioakeimidis, Marine Litter Expert, UN Environment/Mediterranean 
Action Plan who provided an overview of marine litter management best practices piloted within the EU-
funded Marine litter Mediterranean project:  

– Better management of sea-based litter in ports (Art. 9(5), 10(f)); 

– Regulatory framework related to non-single use of plastic bags and promote EPR (Art. 9(f)); 

– “Fishing-for-Litter” measures (Art. 9 and 10); 

– “Adopt-a-Beach” system (Art. 10(f)); 

– Reducing impacts of marine litter and micro litter in Biota with a particular focus on endangered 
species (Decision COP 19 IMAP); 

– Strengthen the implementation of harmonized approaches at regional and sub-regional level. 

He placed special emphasis on activities aiming to enhance the regulatory framework for banning single-
use plastic bags and other single-use products.  

A video message and video presentation followed where Cristina Fossi, Plastic Busters Scientific 
Coordinator, University of Siena, Italy presented the Plastic Busters MPAs project. Plastic Busters MPAs is 
an Interreg Med project that focuses on the problem of marine litter in coastal and pelagic Mediterranean 
MPAs and aims to consolidate knowledge, methods and tools towards achieving good environmental status 
in the Mediterranean. The Plastic Busters MPAs main lines of action focus on: 

– Defining and testing harmonized methodologies for marine litter monitoring; 

– Assessing marine litter impacts on biota dwelling in MPAs; 

– Identifying marine litter hotspots in MPAs; 

– Showcasing marine litter prevention and mitigation measures; 

– Building capacities and transferring knowledge on marine litter issues; 

– Setting up a joint governance plan for managing marine litter in pelagic and coastal MPAs. 

Alex Filippidis, Project Manager, Precious Plastic Greece in his presentation focused on innovative ways 
for reducing plastic pollution such as creative upcycling. The speaker started off by talking about Precious 
Plastics mission, which is a global community of hundreds of people working towards a solution to plastic 
pollution. Knowledge, tools and techniques are shared online for free. Hundreds of people all over the 
world contribute to the project with their skills & knowledge, single or monthly donations. Mr. Filippidis 
featured in his presentation machines that enable anyone to recycle plastic waste and a Bazar where 
Precious Plastic items can be sold or bought. He also presented the ‘Leros Precious Container Project’ 
where 25 tons of plastic from a single refugee camp will turn into products through creative recycling.  

The contribution of the plastics industry sector in addressing marine litter was presented by Juan Ruiz, 
PlasticsEurope Iberica in his presentation entitled ‘Plastics in the circular economy’. The speaker began his 
talk by going into detail about the different types of plastics to emphasize that the plastic’s family is 
composed by a great variety of materials designed to meet the very different needs of thousands of end 
products. He then went on by presenting key facts and figures related to plastics waste management in 
Europe.  

  



 

PLASTICS WASTE MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE 

 

Mr. Ruiz stressed the engagement of PlasticsEurope into addressing marine litter and he brought forward 
the Operation Clean Sweep initiative that involves the whole value chain to avoid the loss of pellets in 
oceans Operation Clean Sweep® (OCS) is a voluntary free initiative aimed at improving awareness, 
promoting best practices and providing guidance and tools to support its members in the implementation 
of the necessary pellet loss prevention measures. By signing the OCS pledge, each company handling raw 
materials recognises the importance of preventing spillages into the environment. He closed his 
presentation with PlasticsEurope Voluntary Commitments: to have 100% of its member companies sign the 
OCS pledge to which OCS is applicable by the end of 2018; develop by 2018 a transparent, harmonised 
monitoring scheme for the collection of relevant and comparable information from all signed members to 
measure progress of the industry; explore the feasibility to develop a common assessment tool with its 
members in 2019. 

 

ACT4LITTER SESSION #6 – Wrap up and closure 
The was closed by Magali Outters, Team Leader -- Policy Area, ARC-SCP/RAC and MIO-ECSDE Chairman 
Michael Scoullos. The latter in his closing remarks said: “I am proud and grateful of everyone who was part 
of the ACT4LITTER closing conference. It was an extremely important and productive conference as we had 
the opportunity to look into different practices and perspectives while also sharing our common anxieties 
and hopes. The issue of marine litter will stay with us for many years in the future and with this project we 
have touched only the tip of the iceberg. However, I remain optimistic and this is only for one reason. I trust 
people have understood, changed their mind-set and will continue to push and spread the right message to 
industries with whom we have to work with and to everyone else around them. Because the change starts 
from people. People like you and me. MIO-ECSDE, as a federation of 128 organizations, represents the views 
and hopes of many millions of citizens and I assure you we will continue to advocate and we will continue to 
push and raise awareness about marine litter and the ways to tackle it in the future”. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

The presentations of the conference are available at: https://bit.ly/2FbyM6B 

https://bit.ly/2FbyM6B


 

ANNEX I – AGENDA OF THE CONFERENCE 
Time Session Description 

09.15-09.45 Registration 

09.45-10.00 

S01 –Welcome 
addresses and 
opening 
remarks 

 Anastasia Roniotes, MIO-ECSDE Head Officer 

 Magali Outters, Team Leader -- Policy Area, SCP/RAC 

10.00-11.00 
S02 – Setting 
the scene 

 The Marine Strategy Framework Directive and other EU policies to combat 
marine litter: Video message to the Closing Conference of the ACT4LITTER 
project –Karmenu Vella, European Commissioner for Environment, Fisheries 
and Maritime Affairs 

 The Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean: 
where are we now?–Gaetano Leone, Coordinator of the UN 
Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan  

 Marine litter in the Mediterranean: a synthesis of processes, initiatives and 
actors – Michael Scoullos, MIO-ECSDE Chairman & SWIM-H2020 SM Team 
Leader 

11.00-11.30 Coffee break 

11.30-12.45 

S03 – 
Advancing 
knowledge and 
actions to 
tackle marine 
litter in Med 
MPAs: the 
ACT4LITTER 
showcase 

 ACT4LITTER in a nutshell – Ignasi Mateo, SCP/RAC Project Manager 

 The ACT4LITTER participatory science case study – Thomais Vlachogianni, 
MIO-ECSDE Programme/Policy Officer  

 The ACT4LITTER decision-making tool: a tool for supporting practitioners 
against marine litter – Silvia Sarti & Alessandra Borghini, SSSUP 

 The ACT4LITTER pilots and the joint plan for action – Thomais Vlachogianni, 
MIO-ECSDE Programme/Policy Officer & Pierre Vignes, MEDPAN Project 
Officer 

12.45-13.45 Lunch break 

13.45-15.15 

S04 – Thinking 
globally & 
acting locally: 
sharing local 
experiences on 
how to curb 
marine litter 

 Into the wild combat against marine litter: an MPA manager perspective –
Gloria García, Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park, Spain & Xavier Abril, Delta 
de l’Ebre Natural Park, Spain 

 Marine litter in the Kornati National Park–Martina Markov, Marine 
Biologist, Kornati National Park, Croatia 

 Fighting marine litter in the Mediterranean coastline of Morocco: a story 
from the south –Khaoula Lagrini, Unit in charge of the coast, Direction of 
programmes implementation, State Secretariat for Sustainable 
Development, Morocco 

 Addressing the issue of tourism waste in Mediterranean islands – Francesco 
Lembo, ACR+ Programme Officer 

 FreiburgCup - a reusable coffee to go cup for a city  – Peter Krause, Head of 
Marketing, Waste Management Company of Freiburg, Germany 

15.15-15.30 Coffee break 

15.30-16.45 

S05 – Working 
together at all 
levels to 
combat marine 
litter 

 Marine Litter Management Best Practices – Christos Ioakeimidis, Marine 
Litter Expert, UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan  

 The Plastic Busters MPAs project – Cristina Fossi, Plastic Busters Scientific 
Coordinator, University of Siena, Italy 

 Reducing plastic pollution through innovation: best practices for creative 
upcycling – Alex Filippidis, Project Manager, Precious Plastic Greece 

 Plastics in the circular economy –Juan Ruiz, PlasticsEurope Iberica 

16.45-17.00 
S06 – Wrap up 
and closure 

 Michael Scoullos, MIO-ECSDE Chairman 

 Magali Outters, Team Leader -- Policy Area, SCP/RAC 

20.00 Networking dinner 
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Joint measures to preserve natural 

ecosystems from marine litter in 

Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas 

 

 

 

Catalan Waste Agency - Regional 

Activity Center for Sustainable 

Consumption and Production  

MedPAN – Network of 

Marine Protected Area 

Managers in the 

Mediterranean 

Mediterranean Information 

Office for Environment, Culture 

and Sustainable Development 

Sant’Anna School of 

Advanced Studies 


