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SWIM-H2020 SM Regional Activities…………….  



Agenda 
 

• Presentation of the EU Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 
(91/271/EEC, UWWTD) and the 9 requirements for effectively checking 
compliance 

 

 Compliance: does the MS comply with the requirements defined in a 
piece of legislation? 

 History of compliance check 

 Good and bad examples 

 New developments 
 

• Interactive session: Analysis of national reporting and compliance check 
routines for the evaluation of (waste)water-related policies 

 

• Presentation and wrap-up of interactive session 

 

  

Session 2: Compliance check of legal requirements 
using the example of the EU Urban Wastewater 
regulation  



• Aim: To protect the environment from adverse effects of 
urban wastewater discharges and discharges from 
wastewater from certain industrial (agro-food) sectors 

• Scope: agglomerations above 2,000 p.e. (inhabitants). 

• Concerns the collection, appropriate treatment and 
discharge of urban wastewater + information of citizens 

• Art. 3: Collection of wastewater in collecting systems 

• Art. 4: Secondary treatment of wastewater (C-removal) 

• Art. 5: more stringent treatment (N- and/ or P-removal) 
in agglomerations > 10,000 p.e. in areas sensitive to 
eutrophication 
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© European Commission, 
http://ec.europa.eu.  

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC, UWWTD) 
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The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC, UWWTD) 
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Compliance check – requirement 1 

 

 

 

Clear definition of elements of legislation 
  Vague definition 

leading to many 
discussions 

 

  

Clear 
measurable 
definition 
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Compliance check – requirement 2 

 

 

 

Clear definition of appropriate parameters to check compliance 

• Discussion at the COM/ UWWTD  expert group, which parameters need to 
be requested on EU-level, e.g.:  

  monitoring results (BOD, COD, Ntot, Ptot) from discharges of single 
urban wastewater treatment plants (UWWTPs) OR 

 Assessment results of Member States (MS), whether an UWWTP 
complies with legal requirements (“pass”/”fail”) 

• Question of responsibilities and duties of different authorities and of 
proportionality. Example above: COM is not responsible for the national 
execution. Therefore, assessment of single monitoring results is not done 
by the COM in the regular compliance check 
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using the example of the EU Urban Wastewater 
regulation  

Compliance check – requirement 3 

 

 

 

Clear definition of reporting routines and formats in order to assess 
compliance 

• First years of UWWTD-reporting (2000 – 2006):  

 Tabular data requested via Excel-sheets, which were modified by MS 

 No clear advise, which tabular data is allowed 

 No clear definition of formats                                                                                  
(e.g. word, shape files) 

 
• Nowadays: database, technical 

specifications, consolidated data 
exchange formats, clear rules for 
changes in database 

 http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/
UWWTD/UWWTD_613 
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Compliance check – requirement 4 

 

 

 

Strict timetable for reporting (ev. 
charges if reporting is not done on 
time) 

• Strict deadlines for reporting (and 
penalties in case of non-reporting) 
are required in order to enforce 
reporting 

• E.g. 8th UWWTD Implementation 
report: IT and PL were not presented 
in the report, as the data was not 
provided in sufficient quality on time 

 

 

8th UWWTD Implementation report: https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016SC0045&from=EN 
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Compliance check – requirement 5 

 

 

 

Support during the reporting 
process 

• Essential to guarantee smooth 
reporting  process 

• Example: helpdesk statistics 
during the 8th UWWTD 
reporting exercise 

 

 

Source: 
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/w

ai/navigation/container.jsp 
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Compliance check – requirement 6 

 

 

 

Automatized compliance checks to guarantee a timely evaluation of 
reported data 

• Methodology of compliance check 
was made transparent for MS 

• Until 2013:  mainly “manual” 
compliance check (Excel, MS 
Access-functions) 

• From 2014 onwards: Structured 
Implementation and Information 
Framework (SIIF) automatized 
compliance check (requires good 
quality data!) 

 Source: http://uwwtd.oieau.fr/ 
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Compliance check – requirement 7 

 

 

  

Visualization/ publication tools to raise awareness for the effects of a 
legislation 

UWWTD Synthesis Reports 

 

Interactive maps 

 

Databases  

 
Source: https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-
maps/data/waterbase-uwwtd-urban-waste-water-
treatment-directive-5 

Source: https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/water-
pollution/uwwtd/interactive-maps/urban-waste-water-
treatment-maps 

Source: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/
water-
urbanwaste/implementation/implementat
ionreports_en.htm  
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Compliance check – requirement 8 

 

 

  

Regular review of legislation to check efficiency, effects and to up-
date 

• UWWTD is an old Directive 
(1991) 

• Currently: UWWTD fitness 
check at EU-level assessing: 

 Effectiveness 

 Efficiency 

 Coherence 

 Relevance 

 Added-value 

 Source: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-making-
process/evaluating-and-improving-existing-laws/refit-
making-eu-law-simpler-and-less-costly/refit-platform_en 
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Compliance check – requirement 9 

 

 

  

Commitment of relevant stakeholders (on EU-level: MS, on national 
level e.g. different ministries, chamber of commerce,…) 

• Only achievable in case requested information for compliance checks is 
reasonable and proportional 

• Missing commitment may stop the execution of legislation and the entire 
compliance assessment 
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Interactive session (2 groups) 

 

 

  

Please select one water/ wastewater related piece of legislation in 
your country and analyze, which requirements are fulfilled in good/ 
deficient way. 

Where do you see most important obstacles for an efficient 
implementation/ compliance analysis/ enforcement? 

 

Time frame: 20 – 30 min 

Please briefly present your findings on a flip-chart after the interactive 
session. 
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1) Clear definition of elements of legislation 

2) Clear definition of appropriate parameters to check compliance 

3) Clear definition of reporting routines and formats in order to assess 
compliance 

4) Strict timetable for reporting (ev. charges if reporting is not done on time) 

5) Support during the reporting process 

6) Automatized compliance checks to guarantee a timely evaluation of 
reported data 

7) Visualization/ publication tools to raise awareness for the effects of a 
legislation 

8) Regular review of legislation to check efficiency, effects and to up-date 

9) Commitment of relevant stakeholders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For further information 
 

Website 

www.swim-h2020.eu E: info@swim-h2020.eu 

 

LinkedIn Page 

SWIM-H2020 SM LinkedIn  

 

Facebook Page 

SWIM-H2020 SM Facebook 
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