
Comparison 
Formal plans and EU directives are important, but it also 

stimulates public participation in water management 

Involvement can be limited to local authorities but often 
involves the local public 

There is a combination of different forms that involve the 
stream as well as the catchment 
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Comparison 
Different forms exist side by side. 

There are initiatives along official lines, in order to implement 
the EU-WFD and there are initiatives by NGO. 

Some are mainly based on volunteers and the stream itself, 
but some focus on riparian land owners. 

Some make use of official funds, but often project based 
financial support has to be arranged 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 



Other countries 
Adopting a stream 

Community participation 
 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 



Germany 
Bachpatenschaften 
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Example: Rheinland Pfalz 
Already 30 years ongoing 

Focus is on the stream itself 

 

 

 

 

Roles of voluntary groups: 
Clean up 
Monitoring (bio and chemical) 
Training and management 

Organisation 
Voluntary  
All kinds of groups can form and ask for (financial) support 
Formal agreement with officialresponsible body 
The group can have their own objectives 
Training is organised also by volunteers 

Finance: 
Centrally financed and supported 
Ministry 717 Bachpatenschaften on 

2760 km 

Monitoring and stream 
restoration 
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Example: Rheinland Pfalz 
Already 30 years ongoing 
Initiative: “Action Plus Blue” Catchment  
Management in Rheinland Pfalz 

Schools 

Nature 
protection 
societies 

Private 
individuals 

Political 
parties 

Fishing 
clubs 

http://www.aktion-blau-plus.rlp.de/servlet/is/8443/ 
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Example: Rheinland Pfalz 
Already 30 years ongoing 

http://www.aktion-blau-plus.rlp.de/servlet/is/8443/ 

Professional Coordination, 
website, support 



United states 
Adopting a stream 
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Example: Georgia Adopt a stream 
State coordinated program 

Local financial support 
and commitment 

Main activities: monitoring and 
clean up 
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Example: Georgia Adopt a stream 
State coordinated program 

Who defines the goals 
and with whom. 
Are farmers involve or 
not, this group is 
usually difficult 

Monitoring sites 
are adopted 

Volunteer 
community 



Example: Georgia Adopt a stream 
State coordinated program 

Watershed surveys 
Visual inspection 
Macroinvertebrates 
Chemical parameters 
Bacteria 
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Example: Nova Scotia 
Salmon based, NS Liquor Corporation funded 
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Australia 
River Guardians, Swan Canning River Park  

Custody of terreno, LIFE, incluye tambien los rios, custodia fluvial 

https://www.riverguardians.com/projects 

Fertilizer use 


