Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first welcome you in Cyprus as the representative of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Natural Resources and Environment and also in my capacity as the Focal Point of the
Horizon2020 Initiative for a Cleaner Mediterranean. Cyprus, as an EU Member State, is not a
direct beneficiary of the Initiative’s implementing projects such as the EU-funded
Horizon2020-SWIM Support Mechanism, which cosponsors the present meeting, but it
participates in the Initiative along with all the UfM countries and contributes in its activities
in various ways and through its different Ministries.

Undoubtedly the Horizon2020 initiative and the SWIM-H2020 SM are among the most
successful regional programmes financed by the European Union with positive concrete
contributions to the countries and to the work of all major regional organizations and
activities. It is a flagship initiative of the UfM contributing to many of its mechanisms. It has a
close cooperation and supports the activities and policies of the Barcelona Convention while
it has been instrumental to the promotion of the Mediterranean Strategy on Education for
Sustainable Development and its Action Plan which actually fulfills the provisions of many
key relevant Organizations.

The contribution of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Cyprus is well-known from last
year’s Ministerial Conference on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). But my
Ministry is also keen and involved in many non-formal environmental and sustainable
development educational and awareness raising initiatives in the country.

Cyprus also contributed to the co-organisation of capacity building activities of the previous
phase of the SWIM-H2020 SM, specifically on solid waste management issues and currently
contributes to a peer-to-peer exercise in olive oil waste management.

The message | would like to pass to you is that Cyprus which has shown its keen interest to
promote Sustainable Development, also through Education and Awareness as prerequisites,
will support the continuation and enhancement of these initiatives of the H2020 process to
2020 and beyond.

Looking forward to receiving the outputs of your work, | would like to wish every success in
your sessions.



